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The cultural significance In which | Intend to demonstrate
Is not what’s been dlsplayed In the museums,
but the visual and sensual experience of my life In Talwan.
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Award & Exhibition

Live / Taipei, Taiwan YODEX exhibition Taipei (Taiwan)
Born / 1986. June Bombay Sapphire Designer Glass Competition Excellent Award (Taiwan)
Taiwan International Design Award - Nominate (Taiwan)

Graduat hih-Chi i i fl ial i
raduate / Shih-Chien University department of Industrial Design TAIWAN DESIGN EXPO’ 07 (Taiwan)

Mail / conflictstudio@gmail.com

Web / PiliWu-Design.com Kolner Design Preis - Nominate (Germany)
MUSEUM OF APPLIED ARTS COLOGNE (Germany)
YODEX exhibition Taipei(Taiwan)

Salone del Mobile, Milan - “Via Taiwan” (ltaly)
Lotus Prize - Excellent Award (China)

Xue Xue award - First Prize (Taiwan)

YODEX exhibition Taipei (Taiwan)

Design For Asia Award (DFAA) Invited (Hong Kong)

Salone del Mobile, Milan - “Yii Collection” (ltaly)
la Triennale di Milano (Italy)
YODEX exhibition Taipei (Taiwan)
“Parallel Universes” in Kyoto (Kyoto, Japen)
designboom
- dwell on design fair “Asia Now” (Los Angeles, U.S.A)
Maison & Object - “Yii Collection” (Paris, France)

TCDC issue page 2-3




LL.ocal Hylbrid
[ R

TCDC issue page 4-5

i

RER

KB 2EMFEIREBNEREA - BRIEEMEETEN
BERA > REEMERKNMR - REEALEMRF
4" Rm5”

TGETHSRERXBESENRKRES @ BHRERTF
EEMZRENDHECT - RPIFMEENSEEET &
FASEES ~ ERRNIN ~ FBEE ~ BB ~ —EEI P EIAR
RRE - EER/INERESAZIEREENREXIL -
REAREREEEEIREIFLEFNESERT - B
LEASTRAY S IR th DA BT AT I RR A T IRV AETE P -
e BEREMR" NEEMT  SEXSFIER
RECmMEEXE - AR (BL) AREMERANR
B LERERRAFEEERRNSERERR AR
RRBFREGREEFRANEGR - RANBELRERYG
SRR - BEXAREGEERVEXENE - SREME
EfSEEEC @ EHERMEARKKEOGESHENRER
TR bR T BCHT—REERENE
BRFRTAE -

Hsiao-Ju Wu (Pili Wu) , son of a Nantou Hoklo father
and Hualien Hakka mother, | have the blood of these two
ethnicities, and | am a local hybrid. This design concept
originated from the different ethnic backgrounds of
my parents, helping people to get to know themselves
by the mirror concept. Taiwan has experienced Dutch
colonization, the Koxinga rule, the Qing dynasty, Japanese
colonization, until the R.0.C. government came to Taiwan,
this little island has the cultures of all different ethnicities,
and due to the development and combination throughout
the course of years with different background and
customs, these different cultures has gradually merged into
our daily lives. This design proposes the concept of hybrid
Hoklo and Hakka, as an attempt to discover the hidden
cultures within ourselves, the right side (bowl) represents
easy-going nature of father, which is a representation of
Hoklo people’ s fun-loving and hospitable characteristic;
and the left side is a sloped bowl representing the frugal
side of my mother, such bowls are easier to contain
food, while treating the guests properly. The hybrid Hoklo
and Hakka concept reflects the emotional bond between
these two ethnicities’ that has long been present on this
island, as well as represents the new generation of hybrid
Taiwanese.
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Plastic strings are standard low-cost industrial products,
and in addition to Taiwan being a plastic kingdom, plastic
strings have been used for decades, whether i’ s used in
street vendors or for store.. it' s everywhere. There are
many kinds of plastic strings available on the market, but
this unique red strings with saturated color is special to
Taiwan, it is more than a colored string, it also represents
the process of Taiwan’ s economical development, as well
as Taiwanese people’ s attitude and spirits. After taking
some time to experiment the material’ s characteristics,
its original meaning and uniqueness of quickly fastening
objects is kept, and used to be wrapped around handmade
china vase and dishes which are being forgotten as a
result of mass production and industrialization. Plastic
strings are tightened and shaped after being placed in
an oven at 200° C, forming the outline of traditional
china vase. Traditional patterns may be seen through the
string s gaps, yet they are slowly fading away due to the
replacement of handmade by machinery. The strings wrap
out a result of cultural values and historical emotions of
Taiwan, as if telling the story of the fast changes that the
Taiwanese society has gone through.
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In Taiwan, plastic stools are very popular, seen on streets,
alleys, and by street food stalls or ban dou (traditional
Taiwanese outdoor banquet, seen at weddings or
celebrations). Plastic chairs and stools have been present
for a very long time, yet interestingly nobody knows about
the designer or inventor of plastic stools, but it’ s cheap
price, simple structure and fast production has enabled its
popularity, so popular that it has turned into a “classic”
design that nobody has every really noticed. Similarly, loop
chair is another classic of traditional Chinese furniture, its
elegant and reliable structure represents a certain social
status and position. The naming of Plastic Classic, is
aiming to redefine the design of such unknown “classical’
cheap plastic stool; combining mass-produced cheap
stool with a contradicting traditional loop chair of elegant
structure and expensive imagery, hence creating a new
classic; a strong contrast is made due to differing history
and background, as well as the cheap and expensive
expression that people already had in mind, Plastic Classic
is a chair that has two personalities in one body.
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IKEA plUS series
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An “Industrial” product is to create an object which
could result in the largest economical benefits possible,
hence such objects are designed in a way which could be
mass produced, modular, and efficient in transportation;
whereas a “craft” product are usually defined as objects
handmade in limited amounts with extremely delicate
details, or even be related to invisible, sometimes spiritual.
IKEA is known as a global brand and plays a key role
behind the mass produced furniture market, the “IKEA
plus” series is created in hopes of combining Taiwanese
traditional crafts masters with IKEA, Global brand IKEA
meets Taiwanese crafts, generating a new meaning for its
modern-style objects. A skillfully lacquered and decorated
chair loses its everyday dullness. A typical IKEA table leg
is covered with a wood-carved decoration. An ordinary
lampshade gets a transparent porcelain cover with a
pattern inside portraying a mythical battlefield of tigers and
dragons. A new lampshade for a desk light turns a plain
light bulb into a mysterious fireball. “Adding” stories to
dull industrial products, as well as enriching Taiwanese
crafts culture while also helping such global products
to stand out from the crowd, therefore redefining the
stereotype and breaking boundaries of crafts and industrial
products.
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